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     Throughout the previous years, our school has been aver-
aged into a “C” grading school. It’s not just a low or high “C”. 
The percentage is more at a 76 percent. A “C” is an average 
grading letter. Even though we only went up one point this year         
Principal Mr. Bremer will 
want it to go to a higher 
grade.
     Our school is graded by 
the students test results as a 
whole class. The test that cal-
culates the scores are the FSA 
for English, Math, Science, 
and Social Studies. Last year 
on our test results we im-
proved on each category. On 
English achievement level by 
5% points, Math by 25% and 
9 points, Science 9 points, 
and Social Studies 5 points. 
Each point adds up into one 
grade for each category, then that adds up the school grade.
     Even though we are doing a good job on our school grade, 

that doesn’t mean that we are advanced on every subject. The 
subject that we need to improve on will be on the ELA Read-
ing. The previous year the ELA Learning Gains dropped by 11 
points, which was caused by the sophomores from last year, 

that only 17 percent of the 
students had passed the test. 
Students will have to fully 
understand the material of 
the exams so it will not hold 
them back because of these 
exams.
     Students try their hardest 
to pass these exams, which 
in some cases, the students  
don’t understand the material 
once they begin the actual 
exams. Either their brain 
freezes up, their teacher 
didn’t clear up the mate-
rial so well, or that they just 

didn’t study for the exam. 
In which students do so poorly on the exams. 

We’re a “C” school again
Jenny Mejia

     There are a couple of programs here 
on our campus, but one that is interest-
ing to many students here, is the CNA 
Training program. This is a Health 
Science 3 program which allows high 
school seniors who want to be in the 
nursing assistant community to help out 
in nursing homes helping elders. These 
students work their way up from Health 
Science 1 which starts in the 10th grade, 
2 is in 11th grade year, and 3 in the se-
nior year. The seniors go into the Desoto 
Health and Rehab Center and help the 
elders dress, bathe, eat, make their beds 
and do anything the residents need assis-
tants with.  Before they go seniors in this 
class have been practicing their caregiv-
ing skills on the mannequins in the class. 
This is a required skill in order to take 
the State CNA License. This license will 
allow them to be able to work in hospi-
tals or assisted living facilities.
     Only seniors are able to be in this 

program. The seniors who are in this 
program are Eileen Aguilar, Victoria 
Banda, Yenny Banda, Hannah Brantley, 
Jessica Campos, Jasmine Flores, Eu-
reka Gainer, Miriam Hernandez-Matias, 
Sydney Hoffimeir, Destiny Keller, Helen 
Le, Brandy Ledezma, Lizbeth Man-
riquez, Eliana Medina, Natalie Neads, 
Natalie Nealy, Savanah Nelson, Nicolas 
Nieto, Emilee Nott, Linda Orduna-Avila, 
Monica Orozco, Peyton Peacock, Holly 
Pence, Elizabeth Perez-Alavez, Priscila 
Torres, and Victor Torres. These seniors 
will be going to the senior home three 
days a week. They will be there from 
9:30am to 12:00pm, during the day.
     Dr. Marillyn Goodman said that “this 
is a great opportunity to get a student in 
the career field after high school “. The 
advantage that comes from this 
program is that the students learn to 
work in teams, be dependent, have good 
ethics, and value and help them get a 

job. Dr. Goodman’s goal is for 
her students to get a 100% pass 
rate in her program.
     The CNA Training Program 
has been going on since 1974.
The ones who came up with the 
CNA training program was the 
Florida Board of Nursing. 
The students are in four groups 
and seven are in one group. 
When they leave a buss will pick 
them up around 9:30. Students 
are also allowed to volunteer at 
the nursing home on Saturdays 
or after school. Volunteering 
isn’t just for an experience for 
the students, it’s similar to hav-
ing a job. You need 22 hours to 

be able to take your CNA State exam. 
The skills that they will be doing at 
DeSoto Manor Health and Rehab Center 
is an example of what the exam will be 
like.“They get excited but nervous”  is 
what Dr.Goodman said when the seniors 
go to the nursing home. But after time 
flies by and it’s time the seniors to leave, 
the senior home wants them to stay, be-
cause they enjoyed their company. Many 
students will come back from the health 
center with a positive attitude and “not 
as hard as I thought it was,” said Priscila 
Torres. “Everyone was so sweet there!” 
said Holly Pence. Not only is this a 
learning experience but the students will 
often genuinely enjoy taking care of the 
residents and it is much appreciated. The 
students enjoyed having this opprotunity 
to help out the residents.

Seniors help at Desoto Manor Health and Rehab center
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   CNA student Eliana Medina and Hannah 
Brantley practicing their skills before they go 
to the nursing home.

Priscila Torres, Yenny Banda, Hannah Brantly, Syd-
ney Hoffimeir, Holly Pence, Lizbeth Manriquez, Eileen  
Aguilar, and Natatalie Nealy are from Dr. Marilyn 
Goodman’s class and will be visiting the nursing home.
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  The Bark is published for the students, 
faculty, and administration of DeSoto 
High School.

  The Bark gives students the opportunity 
to express their views in an open forum 
discussion, and protects confidentiality of 
all sources used in a story if desired.

  The Bark reserves the right to edit all 
letters for style, content, space, and libel. 
All letters must be signed and dated by 
the author and become the property of 
the Bark.

  The Bark reserves the right to refuse 
advertisers at any time if the advertise-
ment is found to be obscene, libelous, 
and/or encourages illegal substance use. 
Ad rates are available upon request.
  

  The Bark is online and is a member of 
FSPA.

  The Bark is published using InDesign.

     This year, the Legislators of Florida have de-
cided that every school in the state has to partake in 
ten code red drills for the whole school year. “So far 
in 2019 there have been 22 shootings at US schools 
in which someone was hurt or killed.” (Michelle 
Lou and Christina Walker, CNN). The purpose of 

this many code red drills are to save lives. “You 
can never be prepared enough,” Mr. Dave Bremer 
principal says. 
     The previous years, we were required to have 
two drills: one with warning and the other without. 
The school district also revised drills so that they 

are more understandable. For example, 
code green which was put in place to tell 
us that the hallways are safe but to stay 
in the classrooms. Moreover, Legislators 
of Florida required that we have as many 
code red drills as any other drills, for 
example	the	fire	drill.	
    Code red drills are here for us to 
conduct practices so that if anything 
were to happen, students and teachers 
alike would know what to do. Bremer 
expresses, “hopefully it becomes a habit 
for them… I hope they are able to stay 
calm because they repeated these drills 
so	many	times.”	Teachers	benefit	from	
these drills too. “With so many drills, 
they will be able to stay calm and help 
keep the students calm, too,”he adds.

     Student opinion over whether they believe hav-
ing 10 code red drills will help prepare students 
seems positive. Teachers as well see the long time 
benefit	of	the	drills.
     We can only be so prepared. It will never be 
100% but it will save more lives than doing noth-
ing at all.” When danger occurs we react by how 
we have rehearsed and been prepared. It is our hope 
that we never have to put practice into reality but if 
we do, we will have experience on our side. 

State mandates school code drills

   The time of year is coming around where we’ll have football 
games, Powderpuff, and homecoming. 
     Many have been excited about homecoming. It’s a time where 
everyone can dress up, get their hair and nails done and just 
enjoy a great time with their friends. The best part about home-
coming for most is voting. 
    Many students will try to persuade their class to vote for them 
by using different techniques. From, posters with catchy chants 
and candy. Which every student would go crazy. the techniques  
students have been using have seemed to work 
    Jeileem Barajas, Alecia Daley, Lupita Manriquez are the 
senior Homecoming queen candidates with Adrian Barragan, 
Cristhian Ramos-Ramirez , and Colton Hay the senior  Home-

coming king candidates. All were elected by popular vote of 
their classmates.
	 	 	 	 	The	Juniors	elected	Jaylin	Castillo,		Deacon	Defillipo,	Sa-
mantha Reyes, and Julian Villegas to represent the class as 
homecoming representatives.
     Tania Sosa-Lopez, Ruben Mar- Garcia, Olivia Moore, and 
Adan Morales were elected by the Class of 2022 to represent 
them in Homecoming.
      The Class of 2023 elected Julian Cendejas, Andrea Espino, 
Jonathan Maldonado, and Alexsandra Tenorio to be their home-
coming representatives.
       The King and Queen of Homecoming will be crowned dur-
ing halftime festivities on October 18 during the game against 
Estero. 
      Although these students really appreciate becoming our 
schools Homecoming representative, however this opportunity 
wasn’t just given to them, they had to work for it. The students 
running for homecoming representatives, also known as “Hoco 
reps” were chosen by popular votes by students in the same 
class as them, a GPA no lower than a 2.8, and you  would have 
had to be sure that you were here from August to September. 
Not only were the homecoming reps not able to have any unex-
cused absences but the student s who want to attend would not 
be aloowed to participate at the home coming dance. However 
this will encourage the underclassmen who want to go the year 
after to start attending school and turning in work. 
     “It is an honor to be representing my class alongside such 
amazing poeple. We’ve had a lot of fun so far and cant wait to 
walk down the feild together.

Homecoming votes are in 

                                                                         photo- Destiny Keller

   This year’s senior homecoming representatives were able to cam-
paign with posters. Alecia Daley, Jeileem Barajas, and Cristhian 
Ramos-Ramirez are three of the of the six candidates. 

     School safety drills are an interal part of teachers’red binders. Teachers 
are held responsiblr for being familiar with district and school policies.

                 photo- Destiny
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“I believe it’s a great way for us students to 
feel	safe	and	identified	when	something	seri-

ous will occur.”
-Yanely Hernandez, Grade 12

“I personally don’t like the ID badges 
because students have to pay if they lose or 
break their badge. Also us students forget 

our badge at home.”
-Ana Buenrostro, Grade 10

“I feel that ID badges are great because they 
keep us safe but I do wish there was an alter-

native lanyard.”
-Melanie Brown, Grade 11

“I don’t mind the ID badges but sometimes 
it’s hard to remember them everyday.”

-Dulcemaria Rameriez, Grade 10

“I don’t mind them, I think it’s actually cool 
that you can wear your own lanyeard and 
show your own personality, I love that we 

are trying to be safer.”
-Allison Cash, Grade 11

“I disagree with the ID policy, I don’t 
believe it makes much of a difference to 

prevent incidences.” 
-Annette Perez, Grade 10

“I believe that it is a good idea to have the 
ID for security reasons, because if there is 
someone that is caught skipping you don’t 
have to go through all the work, so you just 

have to scan a ID card.”
-Charles Mares, Grade 11

“I don’t really like the ID badges because 
how my picture turned out.”
-Yenny Banda, Grade 12

“How do you feel about having ID 
badges this year?”

     Each school year new rules for 
school or a new dress code, classes, 
and other things are normal. This 
school year students got ID badges, 
which an ID badge has their name, 
picture, and class year. In this case 
it is mandatory to 
wear the badges 
around the neck on 
campus. 
     The start of this 
idea started with 
Principal Dave 
Bremer. He came 
across with a 
commercial that 
had popped up 
on his computer 
which said “Want 
to keep your 
school safe.”So 
he said to himself, 
“Let’s see what 
this is about,’’ it 
was basically about 
the advantages 
about having ID 
badges. After a week later he talked 
to the SWAT Club about the ID 
badges that they had mentioned it to 
him as well. Mr. Bremer made a de-
cision that he will like every student 
to have an ID badge.
     The process of making the 
badges started last year at the end 
of	the	school	year.	It	first	started	
by buying the materials that were 
needed to make them, which were 
the plain white card, lanyards, and 
a machine to print the name, class 
year and picture of the student. The 
following step was to distribute the 

ID badges to the correct person.
     This year the routine is once stu-
dents enter school, students have to 
have their badges on and wear them 
until school ends. These ID badges 
are also used for marking students 

tardy when 
they entered 
school or class 
late, and to get 
lunch students 
no longer have 
to type in their 
number they can 
just scan their 
ID card. Later 
on in the future 
Mr. Bremer will 
want to get a 
portable scan-
ner, so students 
can scan their 
ID’s when they 
enter a school 
game or a school 
dance, so he can 
know who came 

to the event and left.
      It might not seem like a problem 
for students to wear their ID badges 
but some don’t like having theirs 
on. Reasons why students don’t like 
having their ID on is varied but one 
of the most popular reason is that 
they didn’t like how their picture 
turned out to be.
      “I personally don’t like the ID 
badges because I don’t like how my 
picture came out, plus students have 
to pay if they lose or break their 
badge. Also, the students can forget 
their badges at home too,” said Ana 

Buenrostro, a sophomore.
 On the other hand, there are 
some students that do like having 

their badges. “I believe it’s a great 
way for us students to feel safe and 
identified	when	something	serious	
will occur,” said Yanely Hernandez, 
a senior. In this case, this will be 
the type of reason why students like 
having them. Then other students 
don’t mind having their badges 
on, and the only reason that bugs 
them is how their picture came out. 
Throughout the school students are 
just going to get used to having ID 
badges on, and then it’s not going to 
be a big deal anymore.

photo - Jenny Mejia

Jose Zavala, Paula Cortez-Menjivar, and 
Cassendra Palofox wear ID badges in the 
hallways. Students get checked between 
classes so they have their  badges on.

photo - Iyona Wesley

Students ID’s different from each grades. 
Each grade level has a different color to 
be identified.

ID badges mandated on campus
Jenny Mejia

Flashback          August/September

Mona Lisa Art
art - Jill Maassen

     First pep rally of the   
           school year

photo - Brianna Spears

        Initiation week
photo - Francisco Martinez
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Fardeen joins Harvard’s summer summit leadership
Sun Fardeen, an eleventh grader, was given 

the opportunity over the summer to be a part of the 
Ambassador Leadership Summits, which was held 
at Harvard University. The brown eyed student 
said, “I didn’t know anything about it until they 
had contacted the school board and Spanish teacher 
Grace Morell had nominated me and told me.” 
Fardeen expressed his feeling about the topic by 
saying “I was very excited because, Harvard is one 
of my goals and I’ve always wanted to go there. If I 
went there, my career would sky rocket.”
 “When I was nine or ten my 3rd grade 
teacher showed a PowerPoint and a video that 
had dealt with space science, and I knew I wanted 
to become just like that.” stated Fardeen.  The 
nonchalant student enjoys during his free time to go 
home, pick up a marker, and go to his physics board 
and just answer questions about physics that he has 
in mind.

The Ambassador Leadership program had 
lasted up to a week during the summer. “There 
were multiple students from different countries like 
Singapore, Japan, that were there,” said Fardeen.  
The summit had divided all the students who were 
nominated by subjects like: law, medical, science, 
etc. All divisions had to come up with a name 
for the group, brainstorm ideas, create the design 
and present it to others. “We had made a rocket 

for our project, and we did lose, but I was still 
proud of  what we had achieved during the time.”               
commented Fardeen.

      

“We came up with the name circuit 11 because, for 
a circuit to work all the different parts of the circuit 
have to work together and perform well right, and 
so that’s what we had thought of and wanted to do 
as a team. We wanted something in our name that 
deals with science, so the number 11 came from 
the	spaceflight	Apollo	11,	which	landed	the	first	
humans on the moon.” explained the 11th grader. 
Fardeen is hoping to become an astrophysicist, 
which studies space science. 

The nominated student of the program is 
also a part of clubs. “A-team is run by Mr.Haggen. 
At our competitions a person would read a question 
and we would have to try and answer before 
another student from the other team could. In Stem, 
which I also do, Mrs. Arrington will set up trips to 
colleges, so we could look at the campus and get a 
perspective of college life for after High school.”                    
said Fardeen joyfully. 
 “This trip to Harvard was an amazing 
experience for me. My main goal wasn’t Harvard 
but hearing and then coming on this long trip 
changed my judgment. It was absolutely fun,” said 
the A-team member.  Fardeen hopes to do more 
projects with his circuit 11 teammates after high 
school.

                                                                       photo- Iyona Wesley
      Sun Fardeen shares the knowledge he received 
at Harvard University to Mrs Grace Morrell’s class. 
Fardeen spent the summer at Harvard.

Morgana Wells

Art Club, Drama Club challenge variety of talents
   Many club memberships are offered here.  JROTC, Choir, Band, and A-team. 
are just some clubs people can join. But there are more than that, but two of 
them are Art Club and Drama Club. 
     Art club is a club about art! Sponsored by Marjorie McGowin, Art Club 
meets up every Tuesday in the Art room. Art club goes from 3:17 when the bell 
rings to 5:00, just like most clubs do. The art club is planning many activities 
this year from a car wash to visiting a museum. Art club has been 
around for about 10 years. But this year there will be 
many changes, First being McGowin, She 
has just joined DHS and is the 
new Art Club sponsor and 
teacher. The second new 
thing about Art club is that 
they have a President, Vice-
president, and an Adviser 
now. The President of Art 
Club is Hannah Sheppard, Vice-
president is Jocelyn Keen, and the Adviser is 
Emilio Perales. Art clubs has gone down from last year. Last 
year around 20 people joined Art club and sadly only 7 people actually 
stayed by the end of the year. This year only 7 have joined with only 1 of the 

members from last year rejoining. That is a huge downgrade from last 
year.  Perales has said, “This Halloween the Art Club is going to 
have a stall open to give out candy at the Turner Center.” 
The Drama Club is sponsored by Ms. Kristen Con-
stantino, The choir teacher. Usually the 
Drama club would put on a play, like last 
year’s Sweeney Todd, but this year 
they will actually be doing a 
flash	mob.	The	Drama	 club will 
be doing Michael Jack- son’s 
Thriller.	The	flash	mob	will	 be done 
October 31, Halloween day at the Wal-
Mart here in town. The Drama Club will be 
doing	the	flash	mob	during	5th	 period. They will 
board a bus and travel to the Wal- Mart. Drama club goes 
on after and during school, because the Club is also, Constantino’s 
last period, Theater. Although this is Constantino’s 2nd year of doing 
Drama Club, it has been around longer, about 20 years. Constantino stated that 
“I	hope	we	get	to	do	the	flash	mob,	last	year	we	didn’t	have	really	good	atten-
dance so I really do hope we can get it this year. But I do have a good feeling 
about this year.” 

Iyona Wealey
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     Students will be able to be exempt from both 
semester one and two exams if their grades are at 
an ‘A’.  The purpose of this new change is 
because the 
school wants 
to reward 
students who 
have earned 
good grades 
all year. Any 
student who 
has earned 
a letter ‘A’.
all semester 
will be able 
to be excused 
from taking 
the exam, 
however this 
is optional for 
the student. 
All freshmen, sophomores, juniors and 
seniors are eligible to be exempt if they have a 
grade of an ‘A’.
     When the time comes around for exams, 
students who are eligible to be excused from 

taking the exam, can get a form. In this form, it 
includes what students, parents and what teachers 
and adminstration are responsible for. The student 
will have to provide their name, student ID and 

their grade. They will 
also need to provide 
teacher’s signature that 
will be exempt from tak-
ing the exam. At the end 
the student must write 
their signature and their 
parents signature, which 
will be needed at the 
bottom of the form.
      The advantage that 
this allows is, that it 
motivates the student to 
work harder and study 

more. Bremer says that 
“this is a positive reward 
for the students who get 

all A’s all year.” The main goal for the school is to 
encourage students to do well all year and not just 
try once. Another thing that is an advantage to this 
would be that with students wanting to be exempt 
from the exam, they will be encouraged to do their 

work and get their grades up or keep it at an ‘A’.
      The people that are involved with the exam 
exemptions, being a concept in Desoto High 
School, was the department heads. Last year,  
Bremer and the department heads came together 
to start talking about the exam exemptions. Later 
on the exam exemptions became a concept for the 
entire faculty at the school. Bremer says that he 
would like to do this year after year.
      “For next year , I would like to change it to 
students with A’s and B’s,” stated the principal.

Francisco Martinez

Students able to qualify for exam exemptions

New cameras focus on improvements 

                                                                                          art - Katrina Corconan

      Mr.	David	Bremer,	principal,	goes	over	the	exam	exemptions	paper	to	
a	student,	explaining	the	guidelines	and	qualifications	that	has	to	be	met	
to	be	exempt	from	exams.

photo- - Fransisco Martinez 
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        They are new, they are shiny and it’s 
about time we got a few!
     It’s the new Vicon V9521D-312MIR 
cameras placed around the school ”Inside and 
out” said Deputy Brandon Beirman, a new 
school security guard. Thanks to a camera 
company by the name Vicon Industries, the 
new cameras  have an upper hand against the 
old	ones	with	wide	dynamic	range	(WDR),	
infrared	lighting	(ri	illumination),	motorized	
focus	and	zoom	lenses	(MFZ),	they	even	have	
an audio recording feature. “We have it, yes 
but we aren’t trained on how to use it,” said 
Dean Tammy Jones
    All this was done so that “the improvement 
and the safety of the staff and the students 
were met” declared Deputy Matt McCray. The 
most fascinating part is that they go almost 
unnoticed with the semi sleek turret design 
and color matching the panel roof, so it’s no 
surprise that the county spent $98,785.53 
on June 28 of 2019 on these cameras. 
      The cameras are equipped with multiple new  

 features and it’s only 5.3 inches in width and 5.03 inches in          
 diameter, and it weighs 1.76 pounds!
    Founded in 1967, Vicon makes the hard work look easy.                         
  The industry lets everyone know that they have a “user  
  friendly design, single-source suppliers, and world class
  support, simple solutions for a complex world,” on their
  online website.  
     Vicon industries also has other products not just cameras 
		or	surveillance	systems,	they	have	VAX	(virtual	access	
		extension)	access	control	and	Valerus	VMS	(video	
		management	software).	The	cameras	were	the	main	focus	
  for the school when the had bought them because “it’s all 
  about the schools safety for us,” said Bremer.
      With around 100 cameras on campus they “make
  us feel safer around school,” commented  Bremer. 
     Bremer also stated that,  “they are great, we had an 
  archaic system before; they were all outdated and some 
  didn’t work so the new ones are a big improvement.”

New camera were set up around campus over summer break. 
Improvements	were	made	including	the	ability	to	zoom	in	
and out.

photo- Jill Maassen 
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From scary book to a • 
scary moive
Bulletproof backpacks to • 
keep students safe 

From a scary book to a scary movie

graphic - www.gstatic.com

 “Scary Stories to Tell in The Dark” was once 
just a series of collections of short horror stories for 
children. But it is now made into a movie based on the 
stories in the novels by director Andre Overdal. The 
book contains famous terrifying illustrations that the 
movie is based on the creatures it was on. The movie 
releases on August 9th, 2019 by lionsgate while the 
book series was published in 1981 - 1991 by Alvin 
Shwarts. 

 The movie is about a group of teens, Stella 
Nicholls, Tommy Milner, and Ruth Steinburg being the 
three main characters. It takes place in the small town 
of Mill Valley Pennsylvania. The teens discover a book 
that includes many stories that were supposedly fiction. 
As they read the stories they notice something eerie 
going on around town , that they soon find out that 
they are being haunted by the creatures in the stories. 

 This movie has shocked many who 
have grown up reading the books because 
being able to watch it visually makes it 
scarier than ever. “Somewhat similar in mood 
and tone to it, this hugely entertaining scary 
story has its own delightfully demonic vibe, 
with strong characters, striking atmosphere, and 
furious frights.” says Jaeffrey M. Anderson from 
Common Sense Media.

 Scary Stories to Tell in The Dark has a 
rating of 80% on rotten tomatoes. Many have said 
the movie “wasn’t scary enough” or people have 
found it to be too scary to keep their eyes open. The 
movie was said to be a “Goosebumps movie for an 
older crowd” said by critics. It’s worth going to see  
regardless. 

Destiny Keller

 Coming back to 
school can be very 
scary to many 
students these 
days. In 2018 there 
has twenty four 
school shootings 
in America. High 
schools and school 
supplies have 
evolved into things 
that can prevent 
these situations 
because of disasters 

such as terrorist attacks that have been 
happening. Many schools that are in areas of 
high crime have metal detectors installed into 
their school so that no suspicious items can be 
snuck in. 

    There are even schools where students must 
wear clear backpacks. For some ,bulletproof 
backpacks are now an option for back to 
school. Stores such as Office Depot and Home 
Depot are selling the Guard Dogs Security 
ProSheild Scout backpack. The craze for this 
backpack even has the brand selling out a few 

times in 2019. The prices the backpacks go 
from  are from $99 to $160. The bulletproof 
backpacks aren’t totally indestructible 
though. They are said to only protect from 
handguns and pistols but are not rifle proof. 
The backpacks are similar to bullet proof vests 
but both have their weaknesses to certain 
bullets. This has concerned many who have 
purchased the bag considering that most 
school shootings often involve assault rifles, 
but companies such as Bullet blocker has said 
that the backpacks are a level ̈IIIA ̈ which is 
a body armor used in law enforcement. They 
are made with a back panel or insert made of 
flexible ballistic fiber material that have been 
tested to the standard of the law enforcement.

    

 Bullet Blocker is another brand that 
makes the bullet resistant bags ¨During the 
back-to-school season we sell as many of 
our products to parents, teachers, and college 
students” says Bullet Blocker Joe Curran.

     Although coming back to school preparing 
for student safety isn’t what most students had 
in mind this year, however it is always best to 
be prepared for anything. 

Bulletproof backpacks to keep students safe

graphic- bulletproofzone.com

graphic- toledoblade.com

‘‘ During the back-
to-school season we 
sell as many of our 
products to parents, 
teachers, and college 
students. ”
                    - Curran

Review: Scary Stories to Tell in The Dark

Destiny Keller
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     Ardine Primus is a new World History 
teacher.	This	year	will	be	Primus’	first	year	teach-
ing in a classroom by herself after two years of 
co-teaching. Primus has only taught in the His-
tory department in the three years she has been a 
Bulldog. Her assignment was to teach World His-
tory, U.S. History, and Economics and Govern-
ment. Her favorite things to teach are U.S. Wars, 
especially World War I and World War II. “Both 
wars just really show the American pride and the 
protection of democracy.” 
    Primus went to Florida A&M University 
in Tallahassee, Florida, majoring in Criminal 
Justice, and minoring in Psychology. “I had an 
interest in being an attorney and I wanted to 
study law.” Primus stated. Her hobbies consist 
of	fishing,	poetry,	and	coaching.	On	average,	
she	goes	fishing	once	a	week	and	loves	to	catch	
Snook and Bass. 
     Primus has been a Bulldog for a long time. 
She attended here at the high school and played 
basketball	and	ran	track	and	field,	too.	She	
played point guard in basketball. Now, she
                                                                      

coaches for girls basketball and girl’s track.
     Some of Primus’ talents are basketball, 
drawing and cooking. She likes to sketch nature 
and when it comes to cooking she likes to cook 
“everything.”
     “I enjoy 
the connec-
tion with the 
students and 
I enjoy see-
ing the kids 
understanding 
the lesson,” 
said Primus. 
There are 
times teaching 
that can be dif-
ficult.	Primus	
says, “The 
hardest thing 
about teaching 
is not  enough 
time in a day.”

Iyona Wesley

Valentine begins JROTC teaching career 
       The new JROTC (Junior 
Reserve	Officers	Training	
Corps) teacher is James Val-
entine. Valentine had started 
teaching  at Desoto on August 
1st,	2019.	“This	is	my	first	time	
teaching, so I guess you could 
say that I’m new at the teaching 
stuff. “Valentine stated. 
He has one daughter and a wife, 
Sindy, who loves to shop. The 
dark haired man served in the 
army for 30 years and two of 
those years he was being taught 
by someone else. 
Valentine was interviewed at 
Sarasota Military Academy 
before he came here. After 
he heard about the opening 
at Desoto High School, he 
applied. “When I had been 
interviewed by the principal, 
Bremer, everything he was say-
ing about the opening had in-
trigued me and I knew this was 
where I wanted to work.” stated 
Valentine. “What brought me to 
Arcadia was the position in the 

school.	It’s	hard	to	find	a	school	
that has a program like this.” 
proclaimed the joyful teacher. 
He expressed how he thought 
Desoto was an amazing school, 
and how the people he talked 
to before had made Sarasota 
Military Academy seem much 
more than what it was. “I truly 
believe that Desoto is a much 
better school than 
SMA.” stated the 
Sergeant. 
   When it comes 
to his favorite 
foods and movies, 
Valentine contin-
ues to say that he 
does not have any 
favorites, but he 
does enjoy pizza 
and watching 
action movies. 
Sergeant Valen-
tine had gone to 
Troy State Uni-
versity in Alabama, 
and had received 

a degree in criminal justice. “I 
actually got a free scholarship 
because I was in the military. 
My daughter had also done the 
same thing. The last place that 
I went to in the military was 
Africa.” Sergeant Valentine has 
been around the world twelve 
times.   

Brianna Spears
Ardine Primus starts teaching history solo

Jason Stark: The pre-owned economics teacher
     Jason Stark is a new teacher this year at DeSoto County 
High school. He is now the new Economics teacher. However, 
this	is	not	his	first	year	of	teaching.	
     The college he attended was Texas A&M. He has taught 
students all around the world, from Texas, India, Quate, to 
Bahrain. Some subjects that he has taught in the past were 
english, history, economy, and psychology in his past. His 
favorite subject to teach is actually Economics and Busi-
ness management.                                     

So far Mr. Stark has had six and a half years of experience in 
the educational services.
     Mr. Stark mentioned that he travels when he has a chance 
during his free time. He also really enjoys swimming, snow-
boarding, and watching sports like baseball
     When Mr. Stark was asked what the hardest thing about 
teaching	is,	he	answered	with	̈trying	to	motivate	unmotivated	
student.¨ photo - Destiny Keller

      Mr. Jason Stark works hard 
making his lessons for his students.

photo - Fransico Martinez

photo - Brianna Spears
Ms. Ardine Primus uses all the tools and skills at 
her disposal to get the information across to her 
students.

      Mr James Valentine showing students in his class the non proper 
way to stand in the JROTC. 

     Stuart Swanberg, a geometry teacher, is a new face 
on campus, but not to the teaching ranks. Swanberg has 
been teaching for 20 years, in a Bible college.
      Swanberg took a small church called Victory Baptist 
Church	here	in	Arcadia.	This	is	his	first	year	teaching	at	
a public school.
      Swanberg is married to Deborah Swanberg and has 
four children. His four children are Stuart Swanberg 
(23), Helen Swanberg (21), Scott Swanberg (17), and 
Shayne Swanberg (15). Swanberg homeschooled his 
own children for 17 years. 
     In Mr. Swanberg’s education, he has been to 3 differ-
ent colleges. One of those colleges is Pensacola Chris-
tian College, which is located in Pensacola, Florida. 
Mr. Swanberg’s two oldest are attending this college at 
the moment. Mr. Swanberg went to Pensacola Christian 
College right after High School. The second college was 
The Crown College located in Powell, Tennessee. When 
he attended Crown, he by this time had been married 
and had two children. The third was Midwestern Baptist 
Seminary College in Pontiac, Michigan.
     Some of Swanberg’s favorite things to do is go golf-
ing, go to car shows and go to Gator football games! His 
favorite book is “HMS Ulysses” by Alistair Maclean. 
This book is his favorite because it is about an event that 
took place during the World War II in the North Sea. It 
is also because his dad was in the Navy, so Mr. Swan-
berg loves everything about the Navy. “The book just 
reminds me  about the olds back when it was World War 
II” said Swanberg. One of Mr. Swanberg’s favorite foods 
is Scotch eggs. This is because it’s a hard boiled egg 
wrapped with sausage 
     A positive thing Mr. Swanberg sees in education is 
that it builds the future. Seeing students who just don’t 
care is a hard part that Swanberg struggles with.
. Swanberg says , “I love it when I see a light bulb go off 
and a student lights up when they get something and it 
surprises them. I enjoy interacting with students of every 
age.”

Swanberg takes on geometry
Rosita Perez

photo - Rosita Perez
     Mr. Stuart Swanberg has lots of experince to make sure his students get the 
best grades. Mr. Swanburg has around 20 years of teaching experiance.

Destiny Keller
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Busy life awaits Nagakura back •	
in Japan

Busy life awaits Nagakura back in Japan
Iyona Wesley
 During the summer 16 year old, Madoka 
Nagakura, had only a few weeks to be with her 
friends and host family before she could go back to 
Japan. In June, Nagakura had gone to a pool party 
and had a sleepover with friends and classmates 
Nydaja Mann, Cynthia Ross, Iyona Wesley, and 

Lakendra Isaac. “I went over to one of my best 
friend’s house, where we played board games and 
card games before we went to the pool. I had so 
much	fun	and	I	definitely	want	to	do	it	again.”said	
Nagakura. The browned eyed girl cried for a few 
days before she left because she did not want to 

leave Florida yet “I wasn’t 
ready to leave Florida or 
any of my friends even 
though I missed my twin 
sister	and	parents.”stated	
the 16 year old. 
 On June 12, 
Nagakura had gone back 
to Japan and had started 
school again. Months 
have passed since she 
left.“It has almost been 3 
months since I left Florida 
and came back to Japan. 
My life in Japan is 
different from my life in 
the United States. The 
transportation system is 
way better here than what 

     it is was in Arcadia. I’m 
able to go wherever I want 

without a car. I can ride a bike, bus and or a train 
now by myself. I do miss the beaches and malls in 
Florida	a	lot	now,”wrote	the	young	girl.	
 A classmate and friend of Nagakuras, 
Cyhtia Ross, had expressed, “I’ve tried to keeping in 
touch with Madoka to make sure she is doing well 
and that she is happy. We even facetime sometimes. 
I love the person she is and has become and how 
nonchalant she can be when something occurs 
unexpectedly.”	
 During the last few months Nagakura has 
been back in Japan, she has been enjoying multiple 
kinds of Ramen noodles, taking IELTS 
(International English Language Testing System), 
going to Tokyo, and studying for her midterm.  
      “I was very excited to actually go home and eat 
Japanese ramen noodles, but I was not excited to go 
back and go straight into school and have it 6 days a 
week.”	repeated	Nagakura.	
       The former student 
has shared that she has 
made new friends since 
she has returned home, 
but she has 
noticed something about 
America that’s very 
different there. “I’ve 
noticed that Americans 
have	more	confidence	
in themselves than 
Japanese people do and 
that Japanese people 
are more focused on 
school and work than 
what	Americans	are.”	stated	the	former	cheerleader.
 Nagakura is still into sports but has cut 
down on some things,“I am doing cheerleading still.
In cheerleading, we cheer for soccer, baseball and 
marathons. I don’t really like cheering here because 
of all the drama that’s on the team. I really miss 
cheering in Florida with all my friends without all of 
the drama. My sister and I have stopped playing 
tennis because we became too busy to play two 
sports	at	the	same	time.”
 “I do not like how we have to wear 
uniforms every day, how we are unable to wear 
makeup,	accessories,	and	even	hair	dye,”commented	
Nagakura. She has previously spoken about how 
Japan is very strict in school then when she was in 
America.
 “I hope in a few more years I am able to go 
back to America and stay with all my friends. No 
one in Japan can replace the friendship and love that 
I have for my friends in America. Florida is like a 
second	home	to	me	and	will	always	be.”	replied	the
friend of many.

photo-  Madoka Nagakura

Madoka Nagakura is still a cheerleader and is now cheering with her twin sister Ayane 
Nagakura. Nagakura is the 3rd person on the right in the 2nd row.

Comparisons of school schedules
 Since Nagakura has gone 
back to Japan, she has been 
focusing on school. In Japan 
the students have different 
class schedules every day. 
Some classes that Nagakura 
is taking this year include: 
computer class, math, 
Japanese literature, old
 Japanese calligraphy, 
biology 1, physics, P.E., 
world history, and modern 
social study. 
 “I seem to always be 
studying	these	days,”	said	
Nagakura. The difference in 
both schedules is the breaks 
between periods. Nagakura 
schedule (left) has 10 minute 
breaks in between every 
period, unlike the schedule 
on the right which does not 
have breaks in between
 periods.

“I’ve noticed that 
Americans have 
more	confidence	
in themselves than 
Japanese people do.”	
                -Nagakura

High school schedule

1st
8:30 - 9:23 AM

2nd
9:27 - 10:15 AM

3rd
10:19 - 11:07 AM

 4th period
11:07 - 11:11AM

A,B,C lunch
11:11 - 12:45 PM

5th
12:45 -1:33 PM

6th
1:37 - 1:25 PM

7th
2:29 -3:17 PM

Japanese high school schedule 
1st period
8:50- 9:35- AM

2nd period
9:45- 10:30 AM
3rd period
10:40- 11:25 AM
4th period
11:35 AM- 12:20 PM
5th period
1:00- 1:45 PM
6th period
1:55- 2:40 PM
7th period
2:50- 3:35 PM
Home room
3:40-3:55 PM




